[Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis].
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is an aggressive degeneration of upper and lower motor neurons and thus affects both the central and the peripheral nervous system. Clinically, the disease is characterized by rapidly progressing atrophy and paresis of all muscle groups with a letal outcome after three to six years due to paresis of the respiratory muscles. So far, no causal treatment is known.